Egypt

As the plan was made, the first stop from Budapest was Cairo. All of us got the visa very fast, we have had found accommodation on the internet that included transport free of charge which counted a lot, since Cairo is one of the most crowded cities and the distance to the city center was long, everybody knows that tourists don’t know the prices yet, so surely they would have charged us more if we wouldn’t have had the transportation. 
The people were very welcoming, maybe too much at one point, curious: were are we from, what is our name where are we staying and for how long, these were the frequent questions; but we were to find that these will be the same questions in every country, which makes the travel very tiring.

In the little time that we had, we went to explore the city a bit, and the differences are shocking: from places that look like slums, with working children, to fancy luxurious restaurants next to the Nile. I tried several times to start a conversation with some children that were working, but sadly they didn’t understand, English.

The women were dressed completely, and in black color, which was strange for us, since the weather was about 30 degrees. 

As for the currency rate of exchange 1$ was about 7 Eg£. And to make a comparison in order to understand the value, a bottle of water would cost around 3-4 £. If you find yourself in a supermarket ask how much is everything before you get to pay, because you will not understand their writings, and maybe you will find that you don’t have enough money. 

If you ask for directions it is better to ask several people because if they will take you to the place that you would like to see they will ask for tip, or donation for any reason that they will find, for example we wanted to see the oldest mosque in Cairo, we started to ask for directions, but the local wanted to take us himself, and ended up in asking for donation. 
We didn’t have any incidents or accidents, I can only advice the girls to travel always with a man.
Arrived at the airport we were delayed because of the missing returning ticket, they said that for security reasons we should have a returning ticket to our country. We explained to the section manager about our project, the school, organization, transportation, that we will actually have a project for 6 months, but we are flying straight home from Mozambique. Make sure to have the letter of invitation school ID, and travel insurance. In our case they scanned everything reminding us that we will be on our risk, and we were rushed to the boarding gate. But no worries… Kenya here we come!!!

Kenya 

Arrived in Nairobi. Visas, very quick, just a long line. No problem. (Hakuna matata!).
We took a public transportation to the city center, and we asked in the bus how to reach our accommodation.

Let the negotiation begin!!!

It’s good to know that 1$ is around 86 Ksh. One bottle of water was sold with 60 -70 Ksh. 

In Kenya is better to use the public transportation (mtatu) a small mini van that is usually over loaded, but it’s better since the taxi will charge you (surely) more that you can afford to pay, and the bargain is pointless anyway. 
The second day in Nairobi, going to the city center with the matatu, I wanted to send a text message to my family, informing them that I am ok. The car stopped for a moment due to the traffic, I was next to the window, which was a little opened, and in a blink of an eye I was close to loosing my cell phone: someone stuck his hand through the small opening of the window…  he didn’t take it because I was holding it with both hands, and after this experience I started to wear my back pack with documents and small personal stuff in front, and covered with a rain cover. In the same day we met Susanna, a friend of Rozi and Ivan, and also Wilson a kenyan maasai, and both of them became our friends; 

If your accommodation doesn’t have a kitchen where you can cook and you have to eat out, in a restaurant make sure to check the prices before and when they bring the bill. 

They have asked us for more than 500 Ksh first time, and the same applies in the market: you will probably never get the real price that the locals get, it is usually double for a white person. We found Nairobi very crowded and very sorry to say it: dirty… the garbage was almost everywhere, but keep in mind that you are not allowed to smoke on the streets. The penalty can reach around 50.000 Ksh.

When we went from Nairobi to Emali, we had Wilson asking for the prices, Ivan and Lukas bargaining a lot, we eventually had a reasonable price, but not without difficulty. 

After the experience in Samuli, and after seeing the conditions that some people have to endure we promised to value more the simple things that we were born having as a right: water. Electricity is still a luxury in some of the places.
One thing that is always on my mind is that very often I saw men playing cards or games, selling things on the streets, stalking the tourists/ volunteers and the women are rarely seen sitting, talking, or not doing something. Justine (from the maasai village) was one of the only women that I had a chance to talk more and open about tradition, culture, habits. The others are very quiet, do not want to speak, or don’t speak English. Justine was always doing something: if she was not washing she was cooking or taking care of Faith, and in the “spare time” she was sewing traditional clothes on order. Do not forget that her day was starting around 5 o’clock, she had no running water, no electricity, things that make our life a lot easier. 

    Arrived in Mombasa I felt like in an Arabic country. The men were wearing Arabic small hats, sometimes even garments that looked like a long white dress,  and the women, completely dressed, never making eye contact. We were awaked all the time by the muesin at 5 o’clock, but what can you do? 

Mombasa is very different that Nairobi is more underdeveloped and with a much poorer infrastructure. And if in Nairobi the stalking and the questions were less, prepare for an interrogatory like in Cairo and children asking for money. We tried to ask some of the young people about global warming, but they had no idea what is it, and we had to explain. 

The same advice I would give for directions: try to find the way on your own, use a map of the city, Google map, try not to “hire” a guide. 

We visited one orphanage close to Mombasa, but knowing that we can’t do anything else to help them was something hard to work with. From our small budget we could only buy some cookies, and candies, we could only entertain them with some games, and encourage them not to give up their studies, no matter how hard it can be sometimes. After a few days spent here, we had to return again to Nairobi because we had an appointment with the Red Cross regional director James Raymond.
One more thing: do not buy the bus ticket in advance unless is very needed, like a very important international trip. If you buy in advance, you will often hear: “the bus is coming” for the next 5-6 hours. If is just a local trip you can find a lot of busses going,,just pick the one that fits to your time schedule. 

Uganda

The trip to Kampala (Uganda) was uneventful, all of us bought the visa at the border without difficulty, but the next challenge was to adapt to the local currency: 1$ is around 2500 Ush. One bottle of water is around 2000 Ush. 

Coming from Kenya, in Uganda we always had the impression that we are cheated, or that everything is very expensive. 

It is a little cheaper to live in Uganda especially if you can get the local price, one time I got in to a serious argument with one seller because he was selling the pineapple at double price for me (I got to know the real price asking a lady that was buying next to me), so I think is better to investigate the prices before you decide to go to the market, especially in Kampala, in the smaller villages the prices are considerably lower, than in the capital.  
Kampala as a city and capital is very clean, and the Ugandan people are very nice and polite, but sometimes can be very annoying: for example one could feel very offended if you would omit to “ask how are you?” after saying “hello”. Sometimes they would say “I’m fine thanks” if I would say  just “hello”. It is a cultural habit, but can be very exhausting. Also it is very common for men to hold hands on the streets, even if they are heterosexual. It’s good to say that homosexuality is forbidden in Uganda, I asked once one man about the topic, and we ended up with him saying how much he loves women…
During our travel we have had an opportunity to visit Murchison falls National Park. As we have known there has been an oil hunt happening. 50 billion USD worth of oil! It has been confirmed by the UWA (Ugandan Wildlife Authority) and we had the luck to investigate about this subject a little deeper. Everything is about income! And everything is about profit! There are many visitors coming to visit many different types of spices, the nature and the waterfalls. The UWA charges its visitors USD 35/24 hours in the National park. This type of profit is really low comparing to the, 50 billion USD worth of oil. UWA has guaranteed there will not be major influence on the Environment while drilling the oil out. As we have found out this is not true! Yes there will be used a special technique ex. generator silencers, flame filters and even bird tracking system while drilling. But the pipeline is the major problem. They leak, they always leak! A month before we visited the park, there has been an earthquake. What happens to the pipelines than! So the drilling may not be as aggressive against the environment but the pipeline will be the problem. Another problem is that the pipeline has to be always guarded against the burglars at all times. As far as we found out there are two companies involved in drilling the oil out, TOTAL and some unknown Chinese oil company. You may ask the difference between them and why? Simple Uganda on its own doesn’t have that kind of machinery to drill the oil out. TOTAL, French major oil company with the massive amounts of shareholders is offering only 5% of the whole amount.  Unknown Chinese company offers whole 50% of the whole amount. And the Difference? The major companies like TOTAL have many shareholders in the background and they may not like how the corp. treats the environment. In that way the drilling should be safer. Unknown Chinese company may not care. Everything is about profit as my source s aid, the question is to sell the animals and hope for the best with Chinese or keep the animals remain with Total for really low profit and still hope for the best. Unfortunately even than it has been said that drilling will start in 2014 this case still remains unknown.
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